M E M O R A N D U M

Date:

October 4, 2011

To:

CA Congressional Delegation

From:

Members of the CA State Legislature

Subject:
Help Save WIC Funding for CA Moms and Their Children!!
-------------------------------------------------------------------
The California Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Program is the largest program administered by the California Department of Public Health and it is the nation’s largest WIC program. It is 100 percent federally funded with a budget of more than $1 billion and a current caseload of 1.47 million women, infants, and children with no waiting lists.

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/pubsforms/fiscalrep/Documents/CDPH-WIC-2011-12-May-Revise-Estimate.pdf 
The California WIC Association (CWA), representing 84 local agencies serving these families all over the state, is extremely worried about having sufficient funding for the WIC program services for all those eligible in Fiscal Year 2012 and beyond. We need you to protect WIC funding during the debates about deficit reduction in the months ahead!
SNAP (food stamps) and all other child nutrition programs like school lunch and breakfast are exempt but WIC is not and could be subject to deep cuts to meet deficit targets in an “all cuts” scenario!
Because the WIC program is not an entitlement, it is extremely vulnerable to discretionary cuts in the upcoming budget decision making. Not only could WIC be cut by the “Super Committee”, but it is NOT EXEMPT from sequestration or across the board cuts that will be mandated if the Super Committee fails to act!

For the past 15 years, both parties have provided sufficient funding for the WIC program to serve all eligible low-income pregnant women, infants and children who apply. This is due to bipartisan recognition of strong evidence demonstrating the cost savings and health impacts of WIC services in preventing poor birth outcomes and chronic disease.
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Please help us protect WIC funding! We need to keep WIC whole by using the most current estimates to set funding levels for 2012 and to hold WIC harmless during the upcoming budget decision making before the end of November 2011.

Thanks for your consideration,

______________________________

______________________________

Senate Leader Darrell Steinberg


Assembly Speaker John A. Perez

______________________________

______________________________

Holly Mitchell, Chair A. Budget Sub#1
______________________________
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