MODEL COMMENTS LETTER -- LOCAL AGENCY RECOGNITION OF EXEMPLARY BREASTEEDING SUPPORT PRACTICES

[ON YOUR LETTERHEAD]

Debra R. Whitford

Director, Supplemental Nutrition Programs Division

Food and Nutrition Service, USDA
3101 Park Center Drive, Room 250

Alexandria, VA 22302

RE: FR Document 2011-16289, June 29, 2011

Dear Ms. Whitford,

On behalf of [INSERT YOUR NAME OR AGENCY], I am pleased to provide comments regarding Local Agency Recognition of Exemplary Breastfeeding Support Practices, in response to a Request published in the Federal Register on June 29, 2011. [DESCRIBE YOUR AGENCY OR YOUR POSITION.] 

[I/we] strongly support the provision in the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 requiring UDSA to implement a program to recognize and financially reward both state and local WIC programs who demonstrate exemplary practices in breastfeeding support. WIC breastfeeding rates continue to lag behind the national average. [INSERT YOUR LOCAL AGENCY DATA HERE, IF YOU HAVE IT.] Among California WIC participants in 2010, fewer than 20 percent were breastfeeding exclusively at three months after birth, with that percentage dropping to fewer than 16 percent at six months (CDPH, 2011).
However, thanks to a convergence of WIC policy and environmental changes, there has been a remarkable improvement in these trends. Our exclusive breastfeeding rates have shot up, while formula issuance is way down. [In my agency, exclusive breastfeeding initiation rates have increased from ___ in 2009 to _____ today.] But there is much more to be done to improve duration of breastfeeding past the first month of life.
In the current funding environment, concrete and quantifiable evidence that WIC is indeed achieving its public health mission will be critical to its continued bipartisan support. One of the easiest and most beneficial outcomes that WIC can demonstrate is an increase in the rates and duration of exclusive breastfeeding.  By requiring the WIC Program to collect and publish breastfeeding data annually, it will be possible to track rates and improvements in exclusive breastfeeding. Without such data-driven criteria, recognizing local agencies for exemplary practice awards will be much less meaningful.
[I/we] support the three key considerations for recognition listed in the Register, e.g., USDA must consider (1) breastfeeding performance measures, (2) effectiveness of peer counseling programs, and (3) the extent to which the agency or clinic has partnered with other entities to build a support environment for breastfeeding women. 
1. What additional elements should FNS consider as a component of the selection criteria for this local agency recognition program?
[I/We] encourage USDA to include the following additional program aspects for consideration as defining excellence: (1) diversity of program staffing, including ethnic diversity and cultural competence, and strategies for involving men, fathers and multi-generational staff, such as grandmothers or women beyond the child bearing age; (2) creation and utilization of evidence-based standardized training curriculum for WIC staff and administrative tools for tracking breastfeeding promotion and support. For example see http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/wicworks/Pages/WICBFPeerCounselor.aspx.
[ADD your own ideas here.]

2. What sources of data or information are available to support this recognition process?
a. WIC Food instrument issuance data: exclusive breastfeeding women packages
b. Breastfeeding data tools developed by states and local agencies, for example, the  California WIC Peer Counselor Data Base 
c. Standardized training manuals with current practices
d. National Immunization Survey data
e. mPINC survey data
f. State Breastfeeding Report Card
[ADD your own ideas here.]

Thank you for this opportunity to provide input into this important new effort. A local agency recognition program will offer both financial incentive and inspiration for WIC local agencies to strive for better breastfeeding outcomes and thus improve the nation’s health.
Sincerely yours,

[YOUR NAME and AFFILIATION]


Comments must be received on or before August 29, 2011.

To upload your comment letter electronically, just click here and follow the instructions.

http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/06/29/2011-16289/request-for-public-comments-for-special-supplemental-nutrition-program-for-women-infants-and#p-3
Otherwise mail the letter to the address above.

